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Senators Snowe, Kerry Introduce Legislation to Close
Coverage Gap for Infusion Therapy LOGIN

Kathrym Bruns
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Washington, D.C. - U.S. Senators Olympia J. Snowe (R-Maine) and John Kerry Password:
(D-Massachusetts) today introduced legislation that would close a gap in

Medicare coverage for home infusion therapy, a medical treatment involving the Login

administration of prescribed medication through a needle or catheter.

While most infusion drugs are covered under the Medicare Part D drug benefit,
CMS determined that it does not have the authority to cover infusion-related STAY IN TOUCH

services, supplies and equipment under Part D. As a result, Medicare

beneficiaries are effectively denied access to home infusion therapy and forced D
to receive this treatment in hospitals and skilled nursing facilities at a Stay connected with the River Valley Sun.
significantly higher cost to Medicare and at great inconvenience to patients. The Follow our RSS Feed to get the lastest news.

Medicare Home Infusion Therapy Coverage Act would cover home infusion

therapy professional services, supplies, and equipment under Medicare Part B,

thus enabling the Part D coverage of infusion drugs to become meaningful for

Medicare beneficiaries. The bill also would require the Secretary to develop SEARCH
quality standards to ensure the safe and effective provision of therapy. This bill

would enable Medicare to realize the efficiencies and positive outcomes that Search

home infusion therapy has brought to private sector patients for decades. g h
edrc

“This cost-saving legislation will minimize unnecessary institutional treatment
while improving the quality of health care for our seniors,” said Senator Snowe.
Infusion therapy is a safe and effective alternative to institutional care that FEATURES
allows seniors to receive appropriate medical treatments in the comfort of their

own homes. | am pleased to reintroduce this measure with Senator Kerry and . .
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look forward to the Senate's consideration of this common-sense legislation as

we work to ensure the long-term viability and quality of Medicare benefits for

our senior citizens.”
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“It's wrong and stupid to drag senior citizens out of their homes for medical care

when they can get safer, more cost-effective infusion therapy right at home,”



