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Dear Colleague:
 
As you know, in some cases individuals suffering from cancer, cancer-related pain, infections and congestive heart failure require treatment with medications that must be administered intravenously or into the spinal cord or muscular tissue. This form of treatment is often referred to simply as “infusion therapy.”   For decades, commercial health plans have treated these individuals successfully and in a cost-effective manner by providing coverage for infusion therapies administered in the patient’s home.  Home infusion therapy is safe and effective because of the professional services, supplies and equipment that are integral components of this therapy.
 
Unfortunately, current Medicare coverage for home infusion therapy is illogical and incomplete.  As a result, Medicare beneficiaries do not have the same level of access to home infusion as do private sector patients and the Medicare program does not realize the savings that are achieved by private payers when this therapy is covered properly.
 
The Part D drug benefit covers most home infusion drugs, but CMS has determined that it does not have the authority to pay for the services, supplies and equipment necessary for the safe and appropriate administration of these drugs.  Because most beneficiaries cannot afford to pay these costs out-of-pocket, this gap in coverage unfortunately is driving many beneficiaries back into hospitals and nursing homes for treatment.  The result is inconvenience to patients (particularly those living in rural areas) and excess costs borne by taxpayers.  We can do better for the Medicare program and for our constituents.
 
Please join us in cosponsoring H.R. 574,  the “Home Infusion Therapy Medicare Coverage Act of 2007.”  This bill would provide coverage for home infusion services, supplies and equipment under Medicare Part B to ensure meaningful access to the infusion drugs covered under Part D.   Please call Emily Gibbons (Rep. Engel) at 5-2464 or Morgan Jones (Rep. Tim Murphy) at 5-2301 if you would like to cosponsor the bill.
 

                                                                                Sincerely,

                             Eliot L. Engel                                                                             Tim Murphy

                             Member of Congress                                                                 Member of Congress

                             

                             Tammy Baldwin                                                                        Kay Granger

                             Member of Congress                                                                 Member of Congress
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